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What is it to be radical?
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“...radical simply means 
‘grasping things at the root’.”
Davis, A. Y. (1984). Women, culture and 
politics, London: The Women’s Press Ltd
Trees in fog | Flickr - Photo Sharing! : taken from -
https://www.flickr.com/photos/realityfanclub/10999534554/
Author: realityfanclub https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
Unicorn | Flickr - Photo Sharing! : taken from - https://www.flickr.com/photos/hamur0w0/6984884135/
Author: yosuke muroya https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/ < modified from the original with filter.
Southend Pier | Flickr - Photo Sharing! : taken from - https://www.flickr.com/photos/truu/9643639395/
Author: andrej https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/ < modified from the original with filter
Commitment to the defence, and the 
advancement, of access to 
information, ideas and works of 
the imagination.
CILIP (2015) Ethical Principles. Retrieved from: 
http://cilip.org.uk/about/ethics/ethical-principles
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Respect for 
confidentiality 
and privacy in 
dealing with 
information 
users.
CILIP (2015) Ethical Principles. Retrieved from: 
http://cilip.org.uk/about/ethics/ethical-principles
How can we ensure respect 
for confidentiality and 
privacy in a modern 
surveillance state?
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“Small-scale networks 
such as those in 
cafes, libraries and 
universities could 
find themselves 
targeted under the 
legislation and forced 
to hand over 
customers’ 
confidential personal 
data tracking their 
web use.” gu.com/p/4fnyd/stw
“In a democratic society privacy of 
communication is essential if citizens 
are to think and act creatively and 
constructively. Fear or suspicion that 
one's speech is being monitored by a 
stranger, even without the reality of 
such activity, can have a seriously 
inhibiting effect upon the willingness 
to voice critical and constructive 
ideas.”
Another Place | Flickr - Photo Sharing! : taken from - https://www.flickr.com/photos/oak-grove/2645569211/
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President’s Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice. (1967). The Challenge of Crime in a 
Free Society, (February), 1–342. Retrieved from https://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=42
“...a 20 percent decline in page views 
on Wikipedia articles related to 
terrorism, including those that 
mentioned ‘al Qaeda,’ ‘car bomb’ or 
‘Taliban.'”
Another Place | Flickr - Photo Sharing! : taken from - https://www.flickr.com/photos/oak-grove/2645569211/
Author: Graham Chastney https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/ < modified from the original with filter.
Penney, Jon, Chilling Effects: Online Surveillance and 
Wikipedia Use (2016). Berkeley Technology Law Journal, 2016. 
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“If people are spooked or deterred from 
learning about important policy matters 
like terrorism and national security, 
this is a real threat to proper 
democratic debate.”
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“...initial analysis only scratches the 
surface of this important area, but it 
is clear that policymakers need to 
develop a better understanding of 
mistrust in the privacy and security of 
the Internet and the resulting chilling 
effects. In addition to being a problem 
of great concern to many Americans, 
privacy and security issues may reduce 
economic activity and hamper the free 
exchange of ideas online.”
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Neoliberalism sees competition as the defining 
characteristic of human relations. It redefines 
citizens as consumers, whose democratic choices are 
best exercised by buying and selling, a process that 
rewards merit and punishes inefficiency. It 
maintains that “the market” delivers benefits that 
could never be achieved by planning.
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/15/
neoliberalism-ideology-problem-george-monbiot
- George Monbiot
What is neoliberalism?
Neoliberalism n. a political philosophy 
that argues in favour of privatisation, 
deregulation, and shrinking of the state 
to the benefit of the private sector.
As among the different provinces of a great empire the 
freedom of the inland trade appears, both from reason 
and experience, not only the best palliative of a 
dearth, but the most effectual preventative of a famine; 
so would the freedom of the exportation and importation 
trade be among the different states into which a great 
continent was divided.
Smith, A. (1776). Wealth of Nations
http://oll.libertyfund.org/quotes/459
Classical economics > 
Classical liberals > 
Laissez-faire > 
Neoliberalism
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Manchester School laissez faire 
would leave cars free to travel 
as they want and in any 
direction, leading to traffic 
jams and accidents. 
Amable, B. (2011). Morals and politics in the ideology of neo-
liberalism. Socio-economic Review, 9(1) 3-30. DOI: 10.1093/ser/mwq015
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Central planning  would tell 
every driver when to use 
their car and where to drive.
Amable, B. (2011). Morals and politics in the ideology of neo-
liberalism. Socio-economic Review, 9(1) 3-30. DOI: 10.1093/ser/mwq015
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Neoliberalism establishes a 
traffic regulation which leaves 
drivers free to choose where to 
go...
Amable, B. (2011). Morals and politics in the ideology of neo-
liberalism. Socio-economic Review, 9(1) 3-30. DOI: 10.1093/ser/mwq015
The state has to guarantee, for example, the 
quality and integrity of money. It must also set 
up those military, defence, police, and legal 
structures and functions required to secure 
private property rights and to guarantee, by force 
if need be, the proper functioning of markets.
Harvey, D. (2007) A brief history of 
neoliberalism. Oxford University Press.
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The cost of an average undergraduate
course is around £15,600, taking up
73% of the average salary in Chile
(at last estimation). And with the
introduction of student loans, the
average student finishes their course
with a debt of around £25,000.
http://www.counterfire.org/articles/analysis/18348-chilean-
student-movement-back-in-the-streets-for-free-education
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A core principle of neoliberalism 
is that citizens are to be defined 
first and foremost as consumers.
Fox, J. (2016). “Neoliberalism” is it? 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/uk/jeremy-fox/neoliberalism-is-it
Customer (/ˈkʌstəmə/) n. 1 A person 
who buys goods or services from a 
shop or business.
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The language we use has
effects in moulding identities
and characterising social
relationships...Discourse
matters. Moreover it changes,
and it can...be changed.
Source: Massey, D (2015) Vocabularies of the economy. 
Retrieved: https://www.lwbooks.co.uk/soundings/kilburn-manifesto
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- Doreen Massey
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It is a form of terrorism because it abstracts 
economics from ethics and social costs, makes 
a mockery of democracy, works to dismantle the 
welfare state, thrives on militarization, 
undermines any public sphere not governed by 
market values, and transforms people into 
commodities.
- Henry Giroux
Source: truth-out.org/news/item/13030-a-conversation-with-henry-a-giroux
In so far as neoliberalism values market 
exchange as ‘an ethic in itself, capable of 
acting as a guide to all human action, and 
substituting for all previously held 
ethical beliefs’, it emphasises the 
significance of contractual relations in 
the marketplace.
Harvey, D. (2007) A brief history of 
neoliberalism. Oxford University Press.
“...radical simply means 
‘grasping things at the root’.”
Davis, A. Y. (1984). Women, culture and 
politics, London: The Women’s Press Ltd
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“A liberal library association would 
support intellectual freedom, access 
to information, and liberal 
democratic political institutions, 
but wouldn’t go on to make political 
statements irrelevant to 
libraries...”
Annoyed Librarian (2006) Libraries as Liberal Institutions. Retrieved from: 
http://annoyedlibrarian.blogspot.co.uk/2006/12/libraries-as-liberal-institutions.html
Wanting a collection to represent a range of views is 
a fine goal, but wanting the profession to be neutral 
on issues that impact our jobs, institutions, and the 
people we serve is cowardice. It is also unrealistic. 
People have perspectives, as do publications, 
collections, databases, search engines, and 
technologies. Not a single item or person in a 
library is neutral. There is no way the institution 
or the profession can be neutral.
Jaeger, Paul T. and Sarin, Lindsay C. (2016) "All Librarianship is Political: Educate Accordingly, 
"The Political Librarian: Vol. 2: Iss. 1, Article 8.
Available at: http://openscholarship.wustl.edu/pollib/vol2/iss1/8
Claiming that libraries ought to be liberal 
institutions that take ‘no substantive 
political position’ is a political position 
in and of itself. And it is not a neutral 
one (if such a thing is even possible).
nina de jesus (2014) Locating the Library in Institutional Oppression. In the library 
with the lead pipe. http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2014/locating-the-
library-in-institutional-oppression/
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As soon as “immediate results” become the principal aim of 
our activity, the clear-cut, irreconcilable point of 
view...will be found more and more inconvenient. The direct 
consequence of this will be the adoption by the 
party...diplomatic conciliation. But this attitude cannot 
be continued for a long time...the logical consequence of 
such a program must necessarily be disillusionment.
https://www.marxists.org/archive/luxemburg/
1900/reform-revolution/ch05.htm
- Rosa Luxemburg
“Whiteness has permeated every aspect of 
librarianship, extending even to the 
initiatives we commit to increasing 
diversity.”
- April Hathcock
Source: http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2015/lis-diversity/
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